
Design Guidelines

                                           

Voluntary Residential Annexations are offers made by the City 
of Mount Holly in response to a petition by the owner of property 
outside the City’s municipal limits, to expand our community by 
extending our municipal limits to include that property, to zone it 
for residential land uses, and to provide infrastructure and City 
services to that property .  

Because our goals are to increase economic value, the com-
munity image, and the quality of life in Mt. Holly, we want new 
neighborhoods to be well designed and sought after places to live.

Because we value our history, we want new development to 
complement what is already here in Mt. Holly.

Because we value neighborliness, we want:
• great streets and gathering spaces, where the pedestrian is 
prioritized;
• connections between adjoining developments; and,
• connections made to gathering places. 

Because we are family oriented, we want:
• narrower streets because they slow down traffic and are safer for 
children; and,
• sustainable, lasting neighborhoods where family members of all 
ages want to live.  
    
Because we value our environment and especially our rivers 
and creeks, we want:
• these natural places preserved for public use, and access to them 
provided;
• our streams and creeks protected; 
• the reduction of polluting runoff;
• the preservation of mature trees; and,
• energy conservation.

Because we support an active and healthy lifestyle, we want:
• open space that provides recreational opportunities in the form of 
greenways, playing fields and/or playgrounds; and,
• the preservation of mature trees and planting of street trees to 
filter the air that we breathe.
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  Key Point #2
  New development should protect and      
  preserve Mt. Holly’s natural amenities while  
  also providing usable open space.                                             
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Because we value a strong city image, we want; 
• buildings, green yards or landscaped buffers (rather than 
parking lots or paved areas) to front streets;
• back yards screened from existing city streets; and
• parking lots screened from public streets by buildings.

  Key Point #1
  New development should reflect Mt. Holly’s
  DNA.  

  Key Point #3
  New development should be built around  
  great streets.

  Key Point #4
  New development should connect with
  Mt. Holly’s street and trail network.
                                             

Mount Holly Community Planning 2006-2008, a collaborative effort of
City Planning Staff, a Citizen Advisory Team, the public in Mount Holly and consultants from
the Charlotte Community Design Studio, the UNC Charlotte Urban Institute, and Warren and Associates.
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Key Point #1
New development should reflect Mt. Holly’s 
DNA.

Architectural Guidelines
All new residential structures must:
• have occupiable front porches that are at least 50 
square feet in size; 

• be built on foundations with crawl spaces of at least 
24 in height as measured on the front elevation, not as 
slabs on grade;

• have siding of brick, stone, stucco, wood hardiplank, or 
wood shingles, the treatment of which shall be consistent 
among the front and side facades.  No aluminum or vinyl 
siding will be allowed on the exterior of buildings, except 
as trim, windows, doors, and overhangs.

Key Point #2
New development should protect and preserve 
Mt. Holly’s natural amenities while also providing 
usable open space.
open Space Guidelines
All new residential or mixed-use subdivisions must;
• provide one acre of usable open space in the form of a 
recreational amenity for every 20 homes. These amenities 
may include paved greenway trails (a 10’ wide paved trail 
built to the City’s standard), playing fields or play courts, and/
or a playground, the cost of which are born by the petitioner;

• set aside a 100 foot undisturbed buffer strip along both 
sides of all creeks, rivers or lakes. This set aside will only 
count towards the city’s open space requirement if a trail 
(per the City’s standards) is built within the buffer strip. The 
petitioner will be credited for one acre of open space for 
every 2000 linear feet of trail;

• if wooded, retain 10% the entire site in its pre-construction 
condition (Stream buffers may count towards this set aside);

• if open fields, plant 16 additional three inch (or larger) 
caliper trees on the site per each one acre developed in 
addition to the street tree requirement;

• preserve at least a third of the large, mature trees (those 
having a caliber of 18” or greater) existing on the site;

• if the property to be annexed is located in an area 
where the city has planned a greenway, then building that 
greenway will be a requirement for annexation and will count 
towards the petitioner’s open space allotment;

• if the property is adjacent to an existing greenway, the 
petitioner of the new property must connect to the existing 
and abutting trail system;

• no clear cutting or massive site grading will be allowed. 
Only site grading needed to construct streets, sidewalks, 
utilities, building pads, and a 30 foot clear zone around the 
foundation will be allowed.

Mt. Holly’s neighborhood DnA includes front 
porches, street trees, planting strips, sidewalks, 
and garages not visible from the street
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Key Point #4
New development should connect with 
Mt. Holly’s existing street and trail network.

Connectivity/ Street network 
If located adjacent to an undeveloped parcel, all new 
subdivisions must stub out and pave their streets 
to the adjacent property line to potentially join with 
future development. If street stubs exist in adjoining 
neighborhoods, new developments must connect into 
them.

• Whenever possible, all new annexations should have 
more than one vehicular entry and exit point. 

• All entry/ exits must contain at least two exit lanes in 
addition an entry lane.

Key Point #3
New development should be built around great 
streets.

Street Guidelines
All new residential streets must:
• have a minimum of five foot wide sidewalks on both 
sides of the street;

• have a minimum of six foot wide planted strip between 
the sidewalk and the road on both sides of the street 

• have street trees of at least a 3” caliper planted every 
40’ on center in the planted strip on both sides of the 
street; Preferred tree species are those recommended 
by The Urban Forestry Administration’s Recommended 
Street Tree List available at http://trees.ddot.dc.gov.

• have underground utilities;

• have low level decorative street lighting located at a 
minimum of every 200’;

• have maximum curb to curb widths of 24’ for residential 
streets; 

• have vertical rather than rolled curbs and gutters where 
driveways are not present;

• have no more than 20% of the garage doors or carport 
entrances facing the street unless:
 a. the home is located on a corner lot, in which   
case the garage door or carport entrance should   
be located on the side not the front face of the    
home, and
 b. the garage or carport is located behind or   
even with the rear façade of the building.

• have maximum driveway widths of 12’ within 20’ feet of 
the street, if driveways are present.

• hold all homes to a similar set back distance 
throughout the subdivision to ensure consistency.



Design Guidelines

 Mount Holly Community Planning 2006-2007:

Where does Mount Holly want to go?

Can we get there?

Where should different land uses go?

What should it look like?

How to get started...

Compliance
Prior to the offer of annexation, the petitioner of the 
property must submit written documentation, a site 
survey showing all existing trees with an 18” caliper or 
greater, and a site plan that illustrates compliance with 
the new guidelines. After payment by the petitioner 
of a compliance review fee, a Compliance Officer will 
review the plans for consistency with the Annexation 
Guidelines and make a report and recommendation to 
the City Council. The compliance review fee is initially   
set at $2,000 or the actual costs to the City, whichever is 
greater, and may be amended from time to time by the 
City Council.  The compliance review fee is in addition 
to the existing annexation fee covering the City’s legal 
costs of considering voluntary residential annexation 
petitions.

No Annexation Resolution shall be introduced by the 
Mayor and Council unless and until the party or parties 
seeking annexation have paid the compliance fee and 
submitted the appropriate documentation that allows 
for a review by the Mount Holly staff and the City’s 
compliance officer. No offer of annexation shall be made 
by City Council until staff and the Compliance Officer 
have submitted to council a written report as specified by 
the existing Annexation Policy (July 2000), documenting 
the impact of the annexation on City infrastructure and 
further including documentation of its consistency with 
these design standards.

Additional Studies and Plans 
For all developments of 20 homes or more, the petitioner 
must provide a study by a licensed traffic engineer 
addressing the impact of the new neighborhood on the 
City’s existing streets and roads and offer a mitigation 
plan to address all the impacts identified in the study.

Legal Adoption
These guidelines are an addendum to the existing 
Annexation Policy (July 2000) and the following added to 
the Annexation Evaluation Criteria:
10. Does the proposed annexation meet the Mount Holly 
Design Guidelines (Proposed 2006) for annexation?

Quid Pro Quo
The Design Guidelines that are included in this 
document are meant to be viewed as standards that if 
met in combination with all other existing regulations and 
policies, would allow for the offer of voluntary residential 
annexation. Negotiations would be allowed, if in the form 
of a quid pro quo, i.e. one guideline might be lessened if 
another was strengthened. 
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